
 
COVID-19 Update July 9, 2020 8:00 pm  

 

Case trends for COVID-19 continue to accelerate locally, state-wide and throughout much of the nation as we enter the 
heart of the summer tourist season. Many rural areas, mostly spared from the initial surge of cases this spring, are now 
seeing rapidly rising infection rates.  

Victor Mayor Will Frolich said recent online travel industry statistics indicate Teton region lodging and short-term rental 
bookings are significantly ahead of last summer’s early July numbers, and do not appear to be slowing down. Teton 
Valley’s relative isolation from populated areas may not protect us from serious outbreak, as visitors from hot spots such 
as Florida, Texas and California move through the valley. 

Please, please take all appropriate precautions, including frequent hand-washing, wearing face coverings in enclosed and 
busy public spaces (now a requirement in Driggs and Victor) and by following social distancing guidelines. Only 
responsible public behavior can avert further commercial shutdowns, which local businesses can ill-afford. 

COVID-19 CASE UPDATES 
Teton Valley Hospital reported four local confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 last night and four more cases today. 
Including a case reported on Tuesday the 7th, there have been 9 new cases in the valley since the Fourth of July 
weekend, bringing the Teton County case total to 28 confirmed and 3 probable.  Eastern Idaho Public Health is currently 
investigating sources of transmission and further details.  

EIPH reported 15 new confirmed cases of COVID-19 today, bringing the district total to 301 confirmed and probable 
cases overall. This total does not include one Teton County case confirmed late this afternoon. 

Teton County, Wyoming currently has 22 active cases, with no new cases today. 

The State of Idaho reported 459 new cases today (433 confirmed and 26 probable). Confirmed cases have exceeded 400 
for three consecutive days. New infections have been accelerating since mid-June. In a press conference today, Governor 
Brad Little announced today that most of Idaho will remain in stage 4 of the Idaho Rebounds reopening plan, having 
failed to meet the criteria for moving toward a complete reopening. Ada County has been moved back to stage 3 by the 
Central Health District. Governor Little also revealed an “Idaho Back to School Framework” to provide guidance for 
reopening K-12 schools this fall. 
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CITY OF VICTOR MASK ORDINANCE 
Yesterday, July 8, 2020, in response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and a recent uptick in local positive cases, the 
Victor City Council unanimously passed an Emergency Ordinance to require Face Coverings in any indoor or outdoor 
public place when a continuous distance of at least six feet between persons cannot be maintained.  The Ordinance 
specifies that "public place" means any place, indoor or outdoor, that is open to the public and includes, but is not limited 
to, businesses or other establishments where people assemble or members of the general public may enter, offices, 
public buildings, and parks. 

The Ordinance also provides for exemptions to the rule including:  Persons with a medical condition; children under the 
age of five; persons participating in youth activities, sports, camps, and daycares;  persons actively exercising in a gym; 
persons swimming; persons obtaining a service involving the nose, face, or head; persons eating or drinking at a 
restaurant or other establishment that offers food or beverage service so long as the a distance of six feet between 
parties is maintained; school individuals on or in a School or School District facilities; persons in their work office when 
able to maintain a physical distance of at least six feet from all other persons; persons for whom wearing a Face Covering 
would create a risk to the person related to their work, as determined by local, state, or federal regulators or workplace 
safety guidelines; and any member of a group of persons who are in a public place together and live in the same 
household so long as the group can easily maintain a continuous physical distance of at least six feet from all other 
persons not part of the household.  Exempt citizens must continue to abide by any applicable State Health Orders and 
guidelines. 

Victor businesses are required to display signage stating that Face Coverings are required to enter the establishment 
pursuant to Victor City Code or a copy of the Ordinance in a conspicuous place at all public entrances to their facilities.   

Every provider of short-term lodging, including hotels, Airbnb/VRBO, or similar, are required to notify incoming guests of 
the requirements of the Ordinance prior to arrival and upon arrival, and advise them that Face Coverings are mandatory 
in this locale. 



Mayor Frohlich summarized, “This mask ordinance is supported by our health care professionals, Eastern Idaho Public 
Health, Teton Valley Health, and local municipalities.  To date we have received an overwhelming amount of public 
support vs not.  If we reach a point where we need to shut down again, we will.  We want to avoid that at all costs. The 
fallout from having to close down again will be much more difficult to recover from than being asked to wear a face 
covering in public as part of our overall efforts.”  

If a business has a belligerent or otherwise misbehaving customer, contact the sheriff’s office for trespass enforcement. 

The full Ordinance may be viewed on the City of Victor website at https://www.victorcityidaho.com/. 

CITY OF DRIGGS MASK ORDINANCE 
Mayor Hyrum Johnson previously signed an emergency order which went into effect at midnight on July 3, 2020 
mandating face masks in all public places, including retail businesses, parks, churches, and any other public meeting spot.  
Click here to view the full text of the Emergency Order. The Driggs City Council unanimously ratified the order at their 
meeting on July 7th, extending it beyond the initial 7-day statutory limit. 

Read Mayor Johnson’s Op-Ed describing the rationale for the order, here. 

FREE MASKS FOR BUSINESSES IN DRIGGS 
The City of Driggs, in partnership with Teton Valley Health, will be providing boxes of masks, free of charge, to in-city 
businesses which request them, and have posted the required notification on their entrances.  Each box contains 50 
masks.  They will be available in the city offices within a day or two. Please contact Lori Kyle:  lkyle@driggsidaho.org or 
Tracy McNeiley: tmcneiley@driggsidaho.org  

 

STATEMENT FROM TETON VALLEY HEALTH CARE 
From Drs. Prissel and Levanger and TVH: 

We are currently in Stage 4 of Idaho Rebounds. In Idaho and in Teton County, we have seen a surge of cases in the past 10 
days.  The lack of social distancing and mask use are the primary drivers of those increased cases.  The best way to 
prevent COVID cases are items that each person can control: 

● Maintain at least six-foot physical distancing from other individuals whenever possible; 
● Wash hands with soap and water for at least twenty seconds as frequently as possible or use hand sanitizer; 
● Cover coughs or sneezes (into the sleeve or elbow, not hands); 
● Regularly clean high-touch surfaces and do not shake hands; 
● Stay home if sick; and 
● Wear face coverings while in public, especially when six-foot distancing is not always possible (e.g., inside 

businesses). 

 We need everyone to help each other – even if you are not worried about getting COVID, please think of others who 
are at risk.  Please think before you attend large events to ensure you can socially distance and, if you do attend, please 
wear a face covering.  We are here to take care of you, but we need your help to care for the community. 
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