


Claire Peery

Tetonia Resident


November 5, 2019

Re: Teton West Resort 


and RV Park CUP


Teton County Planning Department

150 Courthouse Drive, Room 107


Driggs, ID 83422

Dear Teton County Planning Department:


Thank you for carefully considering the various concerns regarding the Teton West Resort and 
RV Park CUP. Because this proposed business would be visible from my living room, I am 
particularly worried about its impact on the wildlife in our neighborhood and its impact on 
quality of life for my family. I believe that the impact would be almost entirely negative for 
current residents — those who are investing their lives in Teton Valley in addition to their 
finances. I believe the CUP should NOT be approved for the following reasons. 


1. The Teton West Resort and RV Park CUP is NOT compatible with other uses of the 
neighborhood.


This area is zoned Agricultural/Rural Residential. We purchased our home specifically because 
of the low population density. The zoning for this area led us to believe that preserving the 
natural beauty and quiet was part of the long term vision for Hatch’s Corner. The RV park 
proposed contradicts this vision by sheer density. Residents of Tetonia and Teton County, as 

well as prospective home buyers, should be able to trust that zoning designations are 
meaningful.

 

Furthermore, this campground will increase conflict between wildlife and surrounding residents. 
Last year Idaho Fish and Game confirmed the presence of a grizzly bear traveling in the tree 
line along South Leigh Creek. A constant influx of campers with minimal bear safety 
education may condition bears to seek out human food and garbage, thus putting 

property, livestock, and people at risk. 


2. This resort WILL place undue burden on existing services and infrastructure. 


The Teton West Resort would be located at sharp bend in Highway 33. That corner is already 
littered with roadkill. The number of wildlife collisions on this bend should warn us about the 
hazards of RV’s entering and exiting a high-speed, blind corner. I believe frequent vehicle-
versus-RV collisions will be inevitable. 
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3. The proposed use of this site does NOT serve the long-term best interest of Teton County.


An RV park will put undue pressure on wildlife that use South Leigh Creek for cover and food. 
South Leigh Creek is essential to many of the species that Teton Valley takes pride in, including 
moose, bear, and rare birds. Residents and tourists alike enjoy these species’ presence 
specifically because a few excellent habitats such as South Leigh Creek still exist. Pressuring 
the animal populations that make this valley attractive would be short-sighted. It would 
undermine the cultural and environmental goals for Teton County and its residents.


At the proposed location, plans for Teton West Resort and RV Park are incompatible with the 
longterm goals of the Teton County and the residences around South Leigh Creek. However, a 
similar RV park away from hazardous road conditions, away from residences, and away from 
wildlife corridors would be helpful to Teton County. This CUP provides an opportunity to make 
more specific plans for protecting the natural and cultural qualities of Teton County as it grows.


Thank you for working to nurture the high quality of life that we all love about Teton County. 


Sincerely, 


Claire Peery
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