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By Chris Miller, 4H Coordinator

Even if you are not into setting New Year’s Resolutions, now is a great time to reflect on… what makes
you happy, what you might want to do more of, and
what new things you might want to try.
If sharing knowledge or talent with youth or community involvement is on your list, becoming a 4-H
Leader may be just the ticket for you. Teton County 4-H serves about 180
youth each year through the participation in “Clubs.” Clubs are directed
by adult leaders who guide participants in hands-on learning through
experiences. Positive youth development programs engage youth within
their communities, schools, peer groups, organizations and families in a
manner that is productive and constructive. 4-H Clubs are administered
through the University of Idaho Extension and structured within the
broad categories of:









A Sad Goodbye
Thank you to Chris Miller, our Teton 4H Coordinator! She will be moving onto new employment opportunities at
the end of April. We would like to sincerely thank her for her hard work and
dedication towards the 4-H program
and wish her the best!

Citizenship and Civic Education
Communication and Expressive Arts
Family and Consumer Science
Environmental Education
Healthy Living
Personal Development and Leadership
Plants and Animals
Science and Technology

Teton County offers a variety of clubs depending on that availability of
adult leaders. Local 4-H clubs include livestock clubs, sewing, hunting,
leather craft, art, dog obedience, rabbit, poultry, weaving, hiking, archery,
shotgun, gardening/beekeeping, rifle shooting, STEAM projects, crafts,
quilting, horsemanship, working ranch, vet science, teen leadership, and
more! New clubs are continually being formed as leaders become registered and initiate the formation of the club. Volunteers are encouraged to
talk with 4-H staff if they have ideas for new clubs.
Teton County 4-H has current adult leadership needs for the upcoming

The University of Idaho is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer and educational
organization. We offer our programs to persons regardless of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, sexual orientation, or disability.
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4-H season. Clubs needing immediate assistance include: Gardening/
Beekeeping, Hunting Club, Sewing Club.

4-H CALENDAR

What does it take to be a 4-H leader? Adult volunteers are required to register online at 4honlinecom. During that process, volunteers watch training
videos and undergo a background check. 4-H leaders are asked to schedule
and organize meetings for club members,
providing educational opportunities. The end
goal for many clubs is the opportunity to exhibit their project at the Teton Valley Fair the
first week of August annually. Club leaders
guide youth to meet requirements in order to
be
prepared and eligible for fair. 4-H administration offers support to leaders by taking regis4-H Archery Club
tration, supplying established curriculum and
offering financial support for supplies and equipment as available.

February

Why be a 4-H Leader? Volunteers register as 4-H leaders for a variety of
reasons. Many leaders look at it as an opportunity to share a passion. Recently, 4-H leader, Coral Johnson decided to offer a weaving club. She is
happy to teach youth about this artist expression that is part of our American heritage. Vet science 4-H Leader, Summer Winger, gives time every year
in the hope that youth will gain understanding and appreciation of the importance of responsible animal ownership. Longtime archery leaders, Bill
and Jackie James open their property to the 4-H youth teaching a hobby that
has given their family so many great memories through the years. I started
my 4-H leather craft club ten years ago because I enjoyed the activity with
my young daughter and her friends. I was happily surprised about how
much they enjoyed the craft and how well they could do. I then decided to
implement the craft as a 4-H club.
Becoming involved with youth has intrinsic rewards that only a volunteer
can truly know.
Any persons interested in becoming involved with Teton County 4-H are
encouraged to contact the UI Extension office at teton@uidaho.edu or call
208-354-2961.

4-H Leader Training
In 4-H one of the aspects of the hands-on learning model is the participants responsibility to record their experiences through record keeping. The 4-H record book is
documentation of their 4-H participation, the exercise of
written goals, club experiences and project expenses is a
significant learning tool.

19th

S.T.E.A.M Club Starting 4:45-6pm

21st Cloverbud Animals Club Starts
3:30-4:30 pm

March
2nd

Leader Training Meeting 7-8 pm

7th

Steer Weigh-In 9-10 am

April
9th Exploring Cloverbuds Club Starts
3:30-4:30 pm
21st Shotgun Club Starting 6-7pm

April 27th Swine weigh-In 4-6pm

May
4th Record book/Zsuite Help
6:30-7pm
6th Horse, Rabbit, Dog, Poultry,
Breeding Paperwork Due by 4pm
18th 4-h Scholarship Dinner
SAVE-THE-DATE
26th Lamb/Goat Weigh-In 4-6pm

June
15-17th
WY.

4-H Alpine 4-H Camp, Alpine,

JULY
7th-10th Alpine Horse Camp, Alpine WY.

Of course, written book work comes easier to some youth
20th Livestock get ready for fair 7-8pm
more than others. In an effort to adapt to all learning styles
and abilities Idaho 4-H has implemented a system for youth
27th Sewing Modeling Clinic
10-11:30 am
to complete their record book on-line. New this year Teton
County 4-H members will register at
https://4h.zsuites.org to complete their record book. The transition will be more
difficult for some than others, but there are some very valuable features to the system. See Page 3 of a message from our state
4-H Administrator.
There will be a leaders training Monday, March 2, 7-8 pm. Leaders are encouraged to bring a laptop, smart phone or iPad.
During this meeting we will discuss changes is fair registration procedures and an introduction to zsuites so you can help the
youth in your club.
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4-H Scholarships Available
Teton County 4-H have scholarships available to help families in need cover 4-H dues, camp fees and
club dues. We would never turn anyone away for not being able to pay for 4-H. We can use unrestricted
4-H Tin Cup funds for scholarships if there are families in-need. We have this form for families to fill out
so that applications are fair, and so we can adjust our budget accordingly. As of now, it’s first come, first
serve as funds allow.
To be considered for scholarship assistance, please go to: https://forms.gle/4sLYKqniF2DmzEzG7

New Online Zsuite Record Books!
While the majority of 4-H Members and their 4-H Leaders that
have worked with the ZSuite 4-H
Record Book system are very excited about the new opportunity
this system provides, we have
discovered that there are some
isolated challenges. We will not
exclude any child from the 4-H
program due to geographic or technology limitations. Likewise,
we don’t want to limit their growth by withholding access to
modern-day educational resources. Finding that balance can be
challenging.
In that light, the Idaho 4-H program continues to strongly encourage all 4-Hers to utilize the new ZSuite 4-H Record Book
system for keeping records and printing completed copies to
include with their exhibits during the evaluation process. However, for those who genuinely have serious technological accessibility issues, reasonable accommodation exists.
All families will still need to log into ZSuites to create a family







account, then follow the steps to input all the requested information for youth and volunteers within the “Household Members” tab, plus “add a record book” for each project that member is taking. Once that is completed, individuals will be able to
either continue completing their respective project record books
electronically – or print off a copy of their record book to fill out
by hand. This process may be accomplished in the local UI Extension office or any other location that has public internet service such as the library or school.
While I believe that most youth will quickly discover the preference to continue online, the print option enables families to generate the necessary project record books with just a one-time
session (much as they already do with the 4HOnline enrollment
system). This approach should minimize any inconvenience
those with geographic or technology barriers might be encountering.
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we continue
striving to Make the Best Better for our Idaho youth. Please use
this as appropriate with your families.
Jim Lindstrom, State 4-H Administrator

ZSuite https://4h.zsuite.org is the system we are using for record books which means
Members will need to utilize ZSuite to complete their 4-H Record books for all projects. Record books can be downloaded and printed,
from there turned in for evaluation at Fair. Some counties are electing to have record books submitted to them electronically, they will
then print and assemble record books into folders.
Record books currently in ZSuite – 4-H Animal Record Book, 4-H Project Record Book, Involvement Report, Treasurer Record and Secretary Record
A rubric is being developed for judging record books either completed electronically or through paper-based means
4-H Volunteers and Members can create accounts now, the system is open. This video tutorial walks through the steps to create a new
account http://4h.zsuite.org/login/ helph ps://4h.zsuite.org/login_help

Volunteer ZSuite Training
Thursday, Feb. 27 1-2 p.m. PST https://zoom.us/j/765389092?pwd=TTBjdmVKN3dQUER1RG9yWmlYWm12dz09
Thursday, Feb. 27 7-8 p.m. PST https://zoom.us/j/973875229?pwd=TWJLUk9IOGJMOTZDOExnVXBHTTFLZz09
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S.T.E.A.M Club
By Stefan Merriam, 4-H AmeriCorps STEAM Instructor

4H STEAM Club will explore the individual disciplines of STEAM; science,
technology, engineering, arts, mathematics, and how they fit in with one another. Planned activities include work
with circuits, robots, math art, and the
water cycle. Because of the wide range
of activities that fall under the STEAM
umbrella we will also try and get an
agreement about other activities and experiments to try. I hope that this club
will introduce members to the wonders
of STEAM and help grow their creativity and curiosity. This club will present
at Fair and currently meets Wednesdays
at 4:45pm.

4-H Grant Reports
Teton Springs Foundation Grant

NRA Foundation Grant

Each year the Teton Springs Foundation offers a
grant opportunity to Teton Valley non-profit organization. This past January, 29 applications
were submitted. The foundation was able to
award 15 projects. Teton County 4-H was awarded $3200. Funds will be used to purchase a 6X10 ft.
enclosed trailer. We plan to use this trailer for 4-H
Camp, horse camp, shooting sports activities, clinics, workshops, and secure storage.
We are excited and thankful for receiving theses
funds and can’t wait to use it. It will prove essential in our upcoming move to the Amory Building.
We will be looking for additional funds to also be
able to put the 4-H emblem on the trailer.
Please thank any of the
Teton Springs Foundation members if you
have the opportunity.

Teton 4-H has been notified that we were funded
by the NRA Foundation to support the evergrowing shooting sports clubs. We are excited to
learn more details about the award in the upcoming weeks.
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Idaho Horse Board Grant
We have great news from the Idaho
Horse Board. The Teton County 4-H
Horse clubs will be getting new English jump standards and repairs to
the trail course obstacles. Because
jump standards are crazy expensive,
Teton 4-H wrote for grant funds for
the lumber and supplies for the project. We will be
looking for assistance to get the standards built.
Let us know if you would like to help.

WE’RE HIRING!
4-H Coordinator Position
The 4-H Coordinator position is open. A full job description and application process with be available in
mid-March. This will be a part-time position working
for Teton County. Inquire at the office if interested.
Extension Internship
University of Idaho Teton County Extension as been
approved for a summer intern! Applicants for this internship must be a student at a state college or university. This position includes working with county
ex-

We would like to welcome the new
Fair Boards and thank those that
have served
Teton County 4-H would like to thank Patty
Petersen, Kendall Jolley and Katie Salsbury for
all the long hours and time spent with the fair
board. They did such a wonderful job and we
wish them well.
We look forward to working with:
John Smaellie, Roger Kaufman, Tyler Jones,
Cara Olaveson, Phillis Hansen and Josh Richardson and Jared Bevans.
This is group is ready to get to work and do
great things for the county grounds, 4-H and
serve the public.

In 2016 the Teton County 4-H Advisory Council was developed. An announcement was made that the group
was being formed to help the 4-H staff, to be a sounding
board for parents and to assist with fundraising.

what skills you can bring to
the board, and a little about
yourself. Please submit before March 25th. We are
excited to have more members and look forward to all
the things we can accomplish.

There are many tasks the board has helped with
throughout the 4-H year. Additionally, they have initiated the annual Bar J Wranglers 4-H Fundraiser. The past
two years the well-known family friendly western show The board wished to thank Shawnia Tonks for all her
has taken place at Teton High School in early November. time, skills and help that she gave supporting 4-H and
the board in helping make 4-H better.
Because this fundraiser has been so successful they have
allocated a portion of the funds to award to 4-H Clubs. 4- Current members of the Advisory Council include: RegiH Clubs can fill out a monetary request form and present na Beard, Katie Murdock, Missy Matkin, Tracy Bebee,
Elaine Johnson and Hailey Beard.
to the council at their monthly meeting. So far the clubs
of Art, Shotgun, Weaving, Leathercraft, Livestock Judging, Sewing and Quilting have been gifted funds from
2020 4-H Alpine Camp
the Advisory Council.
4-H camp will be June 15-17 in Alpine, Wyoming. We
We are hoping that has the Bar J Wranglers 4-H Fundare excited to be going with Bingham, Bonneville and
raiser gains momentum it will become a staple event of
Fort Hall this year. The theme this year is “BIRDS”
all 4-H families to support.
can you imagine the things we can learn about birds. If
Teton County 4-H Advisory Council is looking for a new
you are interested in attending, please contact our ofmembers to be on it’s board. If you are interested, please fice.
submit a one page letter outlining why you’re interested,
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Fair Photo
of the
Month

The Eastern Idaho State Fair would like to have a
large Adirondack chair built and painted green with
the 4H clover on it, to be placed in front of the 4H
building at the fairground. So if anyone is interested
in taking on this project and want to build it, the opportunity is now open and available. Brandon Bird
would really like it built before the fair opens this
September. It needs to be strong and durable enough
that it can support the weight of people climbing all
over it and taking their pictures while seated in it. I
have attached a picture to help you get an idea of
what he is envisioning. Please reach out to Brandon
Bird and let him know
if you or your 4-H
group want to take on
this project.
Thanks,
Lance
Contact our office if
your club is interested.
Thanks

FSA makes Youth Loans

Contact Us
Staff:

FSA makes loans to individual young persons to start and operate
income-producing projects of modest size in connection with their
participation in 4-H Clubs, FFA, a Tribal youth group, or similar
agricultural youth organization. The project being financed with
an FSA Youth Loan needs to provide an opportunity for the
young person to acquire experience and education in agriculturerelated skills.

Jennifer Werlin, Extension Educator
Tammy Sachse, Extension Assistant
Chris Miller, 4-H Coordinator
Stefan Merriam, 4-H AmeriCorps STEAM Instructor
Teton 4-H Advisory Council:
Elaine Johnson

The Youth Loan application requires a recommendation from a
project advisor who verifies that he/she will sponsor the loan applicant, has the correct training and experience to supervise your
project, and is available to help whenever needed.

Hailey Beard

If you are between the ages of 10 and 20 years at the time of loan
closing, parent(s) and/or legal guardian(s) must consent to the
loan application. Young people applying for a Youth Loan are
personally responsible for repaying the loan. A co-signer is required only if the project shows possible difficulty in repaying the
loan or does not meet security requirements.

Tracy Beebe

For more information or help you
can contact your local Extension
Office or visit FSA website at
http://wwwlfsa.usda.gov
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Katie Murdock
Missy Matkin
Regina Beard

UI Extension, Teton County
235 S. 5th E.
Driggs, ID. 83422
(208) 354-2961
teton@uidaho.edu
www.uidaho.edu/extension/county/teton/4-h

