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● Teton County Wyoming resident diagnosed with more contagious COVID -19 variant  

● Importance of following health guidelines 

● Vaccine update  

New COVID-19 Variant Detected in Teton County, Wyoming 

Teton County Wyoming Public Health reported on January 16, 2021 that a  COVID-19 test collected on a Teton County resident 
has been genotyped and identified as the more contagious COVID-19 variant first identified in the United Kingdom. Like many 
other viruses, mutations to SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, are expected over time. This COVID-19 variant has 
received more attention due to increased spread of COVID-19 in areas where it has been detected. Details surrounding the 
infected individual are not currently available. 

This specific case was detected by random selection at the state lab in Wyoming from a sample sent from Jackson. It was 
randomly forwarded to the CDC where it was tested and determined to be a positive result. The variant has already been 
identified in 18 states through random testing; we should expect that it is or will soon be in Teton County, Idaho.  

Following health guidelines has never been more critical 

This new variant is more contagious but has not been found to be more deadly or more difficult to overcome. However, it does 
mean that the risk of getting COVID -19 is potentially greater which creates an increased threat to our already strained 
healthcare system.  

As reported by associate professor at the University of North Carolina, Zeynep Tufekci, “Increased transmissibility can wreak 
havoc in a very, very short time—especially when we already have uncontrolled spread in much of the United States. The 
short-term implications of all of this are significant, and worthy of attention, even as we await more clarity from data. In fact, 
we should act quickly especially as we await more clarity—lack of data and the threat of even faster exponential growth argue 
for more urgency of action. If and when more reassuring data comes in, relaxing restrictions will be easier than undoing the 
damage done by not having reacted in time”. 

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports, “An increase in the number of cases will put more strain on health 
care resources, lead to more hospitalizations, and potentially more deaths. Rigorous and increased compliance with public 
health mitigation strategies, such as vaccination, physical distancing, use of masks, hand hygiene, and isolation and 
quarantine, will be essential to limiting the spread of SARS-CoV-2 and protecting public health”.  
 
Idaho Vaccine Update 

Scientists have indicated that COVID - 19 vaccines currently being administered will be effective in protecting against this new 
variant as well. Distribution of vaccines has been slow to roll out however the process is predicted to speed up in the coming 
weeks and months.  
About the vaccines:  

● TVH and public health have administered both Pfizer and Moderna vaccines locally already.  
● They do not know how many vaccines or which type will be delivered to them until a few days before they arrive.  
● The vaccines weren't tested on those under 16 years of age, and that's why no kids will be vaccinated yet. 
● Today, Teton Valley Health administered the first dose of the Moderna vaccine to TSD 401 school staff. 



 
● TVH asks that all persons receiving a vaccine wait for 15 minutes prior to leaving the site where they are vaccinated 

to help ensure that any immediate adverse reactions can be identified and treated.  Those who have had previous 
adverse reactions to vaccinations will be asked to wait for a longer period of time, and hospital staff will have an 
emergency kit on hand if necessary.  

● If you are pregnant, please talk to your provider before receiving the vaccine.  
● The typical reactions are a sore arm or shoulder (at the shot site), and that "you might not feel that great" for a 

couple of days. Only one person developed a fever after receiving the first shot locally.  
● Even if someone had COVID a month ago, they should still be vaccinated.  Please discuss when you had COVID with 

the staff administering the vaccine. 
● If you do develop COVID after receiving the vaccine, the cases have been shown to be much less severe.  

About the second dose and other timing questions 

● After receiving the first dose of a vaccine, a second dose will be given from the same vendor (e.g., Pfizer or 
Moderna).  

● The second Moderna dose should be given approximately 28 days after the first for maximum effectiveness. With 
the Pfizer shot, it's only 21 days. 

●  Your body starts to build antibodies immediately after receiving the vaccination. After the first shot, it protects 
about 60-70% of the time; after the second dose, it's about 95%. The highest effectiveness measured comes about a 
month after that; testing has shown it jumps slightly, to as high as 97%.  

● TVH and EIPH are logging those who receive the first doses to ensure the timely delivery of the 2nd dose.  

On continuing safety protocols and why masks should still be worn:  

● You may still be a carrier for coronavirus even after receiving the vaccine, as our nasal passages can continue to carry 
the virus. 

● Even after vaccination, we can spread the disease even if we have no symptoms.  
● Wearing a mask will still help prevent you from getting it.  
● Until we have more research, continuing our safety precautions is the only way we can protect each other.  
● As more and more people are vaccinated, the CDC will issue more information about gatherings among those who 

have received the vaccine. Until then, gatherings of people outside your household still present the largest risk of 
infection.  

The prioritization tiers for vaccinations are listed below: 

PRIORITY GROUP DESIGNATIONS 

Priority 
Group 

1 

ELIGIBLE NOW: Healthcare Workers, EMS, Long-term Care Residents/Staff; & Home Care Providers 

Priority 
Group 
2.1 

ELIGIBLE NOW: First Responders; Education (K-12 & Childcare); Correctional Workers FOR THOSE 
ELIGIBLE CONTACT YOUR EMPLOYER FOR WHEN AND HOW TO GET THE VACCINE. 

Priority 
Group 
w2.2 

People Aged 65 and Older (estimated to start in early February) 

Priority 
Group 
2.3 

Frontline Essential Workers (food and agriculture; Idaho National Guard; manufacturing workers; public transit; 
US Postal Service workers) (estimated to start mid-February to early March) 

https://eiph.idaho.gov/Home/Hot%20Topics/Coronavirus/COVID_Vaccine_PG1.html
https://eiph.idaho.gov/Home/Hot%20Topics/Coronavirus/COVID_Vaccine_PG2.1.html
https://eiph.idaho.gov/Home/Hot%20Topics/Coronavirus/COVID_Vaccine_65.html
https://eiph.idaho.gov/Home/Hot%20Topics/Coronavirus/COVID_Vaccine_FrontlineEssential.html


 

 

With the end in sight, we must work together to continue to protect our community. Thank you for doing your part.  

Let’s Stay the Course. 
Teton Valley Strong! 

 
 

Priority 
Group 
3 

People Aged 16-64 with Health Conditions & Other Essential Workers(estimated to start late-March to early 
April) 

Priority 
Group 
4 

General Public (estimated to start May) 

https://eiph.idaho.gov/Home/Hot%20Topics/Coronavirus/COVID_Vaccine_16HealthEssential.html
https://eiph.idaho.gov/Home/Hot%20Topics/Coronavirus/COVID_Vaccine_GeneralPublic.html

