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Two Defendants Sentenced for Heroin Possession 

Today, defendants in two separate Teton County cases were sentenced for possession 

of heroin, a felony offense under Idaho law.  Briana Leaver, 31, and Matthew Alicia, 32, each 

entered guilty pleas in Teton County District Court.  Both defendants were sentenced by District 

Judge Steven Boyce, and received sentences of 5.5 years and 6 years imprisonment, 

respectively.  However, in accordance with the recommendation of Teton County Prosecuting 

Attorney Bailey Smith, Judge Boyce suspended all but 30 days of imprisonment for Ms. Leaver, 

and the entirety of the jail sentence for Mr. Alicia based upon each defendant’s acceptance of 

responsibility, participation in intensive substance abuse treatment programs since arrest, and 

significant progress toward leading clean and law-abiding lives.  This means that the defendants 

will not serve their full sentences unless or until they violate the terms of their felony probation 

by using a controlled substance or committing another crime.   

Teton County Prosecuting Attorney Bailey Smith has taken a firm stance against heroin 

in Teton Valley.  “Not all drugs are created equal.  Heroin is highly addictive, it poses a serious 

risk of death and other health complications for users, and it is extremely destructive to families 

and communities,” says Smith.  Accordingly, Smith has instituted a policy against offering plea 

deals or reducing felony charges for heroin related offenses.  “Heroin in Teton Valley cannot be 

tolerated – we cannot tolerate the risks that come with its use, and we cannot allow increasing 

use to turn our community into a distribution hub.  In the right cases, I may recommend 

substance abuse treatment instead of jail time for offenders.  But the defendants will not be 

able to avoid felony charges, and they will have hefty sentences hanging over their heads as 

motivation to stay clean.”  

The cases sentenced today were the result of excellent police work by the Teton County 

Sheriff’s Office, with substantial assistance from the Idaho Department of Probation and Parole 

and Wyoming law enforcement officers.  

 

Links: 

Case information and documents regarding Ms. Leaver’s case, CR41-20-415, and Mr. 

Alicia’s case, CR41-19-1526, can be found on the iCourt Portal here. 

 

https://mycourts.idaho.gov/

