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An obscure election law has caused the County Clerk to declare Sheriff Tony Liford’s Declaration of 
Candidacy to be invalid, which means his name will not appear on the Republican Primary Election 
ballot.  He is still eligible to run as a write-in candidate on the Democratic Primary ballot, or as a write-
in candidate on the November ballot.  
  
Sheriff Liford originally filed for candidacy on February 29 as a Democrat, but withdrew that paperwork 
and re-filed as a Republican.  Unfortunately, neither Sheriff Liford nor Clerk Mary Lou Hansen were 
aware of the provisions of Idaho Code 34-627, which requires candidates holding partisan elected 
office to provide a notice of intent to change political parties five days prior to the change.  
 
Apparently state election officials were also unfamiliar with the obscure law, since the Clerk obtained 
direction from the Secretary of State’s staff regarding the steps Sheriff Liford should take in order to 
withdraw his Democratic candidacy and re-file as a Republican.  
 
The five-day notice requirement delayed the effective date of the Sheriff’s change of political party 
until after the candidate filing deadline. Consequently, Sheriff Liford was still a Democrat when he filed 
paperwork to run as a Republican candidate for Sheriff.  
  
“I feel terrible about the situation and have apologized to Sheriff Liford,” said Clerk Hansen.  She said  
a similar circumstance took place two years ago when Assessor Bonnie Beard switched her party 
affiliation when filing her candidacy paperwork. The provisions of IC 34-627 remained unknown at that 
time.  
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