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b. Typically, traffic counts are collected within the last 1 to 2 years for a traffic impact 

study. ITD’s Requirements for Transportation Impact Studies identifies that traffic 

volumes can be obtained by setting out traffic recorders or by using existing traffic 

counts that are not more than one year old (Reference 2). 

2. Increasing the peak hour trip generation estimate by 30% due to the expected larger meeting 

size is appropriate. 

3. The study notes that the trip generation estimates are based on the Institute of 

Transportation Engineers (ITE) published reference Trip Generation, 5th Edition; however the 

trip generation appears to be based on the Hefron study included in the appendix. The 

reference to ITE should be removed.  

a. Use of the Hefron study in lieu of the ITE manual is appropriate since it is use-specific 

data. However, if the ITE manual were used, the trip generation should be estimated 

based on the most recent manual edition, 8th Edition. 

4. The tables on Page 6 are not clear. They appear to be related to trip generation; however, they 

should be titled to make it clear to the reader.  

a. In the first table - The second column heading appears to be mislabeled. The data in 

this column does not appear to be daily trip data. This should be corrected. 

b. In the first table - It is confusing how the design totals are arrived at and what 

purpose they serve as they are not referenced again in the report. This should be 

clarified. 

c. In the second table – It is not clear what the information in this table represents or 

how it has been arrived at. It follows a discussion of how little traffic will be generated 

during the weekday commuter peak hour leading the reader to believe it is a 

breakdown of daily trip generation from the site to prove this point. However, the 

numbers in this table do not appear to be consistent with the data in the Hefron study. 

i. An estimate of weekday p.m. peak hour trip generation for the site should be 

provided in the study in order to show whether a study of this time period is 

warranted. 
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Study Analysis Procedures 

The following are our findings related to the analysis procedures in the report, or that should be in 

the report: 

1. The study does not analyze traffic operations at the study intersections. The Local Highway 

Technical Assistance Council (LHTAC) guidelines provided by the County to the applicant 

indicate that such an analysis should be performed.  

a. The SH 33/7000 South intersection should be analyzed for a Sunday morning peak 

hour when the site’s trip generation is expected to be the highest. This analysis should 

be conducted using the current version of the Highway Capacity Manual adopted by 

ITD. 

b. This analysis should also examine whether or not turn lanes on SH 33 will be 

warranted with the build-out of the site according to the turn lane warrants contained 

in Section 450 of the ITD Traffic Manual, which can be found here: 

http://itd.idaho.gov/manuals/Online_Manuals/Traffic/index.htm.   

i. A similar analysis should also be conducted to determine if turn lanes are 

warranted on 7000 South at the site access driveways.    

c. These analyses will require that a peak hour traffic volume count be conducted at the 

SH 33/7000 South intersection.  

2. A figure showing the distribution of site-generated traffic onto 7000 South and SH 33 is not 

provided. The text indicates that all site-generated traffic is expected to use SH 33 to reach the 

site. However, it should also provide a directional distribution (i.e. the percentage of traffic 

coming from/going to the north and the percentage coming from/going to the south).  

Study Findings 

The following are our comments related to the findings of the study: 

1. The study recommends that improvements be made to 7000 South from SH 33 to the site’s 

western access to bring the road up to County standards. This is appropriate.  

a. However, the report should be revised to indicate whether or not turn lanes are 

warranted on 7000 South at the site access driveways. 

http://itd.idaho.gov/manuals/Online_Manuals/Traffic/index.htm
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b. If turn lanes are warranted, the report should indicate the amount of storage space 

that will be required for queues of turning vehicles. 

2. The study indicates that turn lanes will be needed at the intersection of SH 33 and 7000 South 

(the SH 33 Corridor Plan [Reference 3] also indicates that future development will trigger the 

need for turn lanes at the intersection). It does not, however, indicate whether the project is 

causing these needs or if they are preexisting conditions. Similarly it does not indicate if the 

project will be expected to contribute to the construction of these and to what extent it should 

contribute.  

a. The report should be revised to clearly estimate the impacts of the project on this 

intersection, through operational and turn-lane warrant analyses, and from these 

estimates, provide recommendations for the project’s contributions, if any, to these 

improvements.  

b. If turn lanes are warranted, the report should indicate the amount of storage space 

that will be required for queues of turning vehicles. 

Conclusion 

We recommend the applicant revise the traffic study as noted above. Please do not hesitate to contact 

us with any questions or comments.  
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