
 
 
 
August 20, 2010 
 
 
 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
Department of Transportation 
 
 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood,  
 
The Community Transportation Association of Idaho (CTAI) is in full support of the TIGER II 
grant application from Teton County, Idaho, for improvements to the Grand Loop bicycle and 
pedestrian system, transit infrastructure and mobility access improvements. 
 
CTAI’s mission is to improve mobility services by working with stakeholders, community leaders, 
and local citizens while advocating for safe, cost-effective, accessible, integrated and affordable 
mobility services and systems throughout the state of Idaho.  In our view, this application comes 
from a complete and representative consortium of stakeholders in the region.  The proposal 
truly captures the needs of the citizens in these communities, and if approved, it would have a 
significant and measurable impact. 
 
The transit infrastructure investment proposed in this grant application will allow residents to 
reach quality, living-wage jobs at Grand Targhee Resort, Jackson Hole, and at the Idaho 
National Lab.  These improvements will link this rural area to the intercity bus network which 
would provide affordable access throughout the region, greatly increasing the livability of the 
community.   The transit infrastructure would also complement existing multi-modal facilities in 
the community, increasing the value of those facilities to livability. 
 
Access from this region to airports is difficult without a private automobile.  The proposed transit 
improvements and connectivity with the intercity bus network will give access to regional 
airports, providing a link between air and ground transportation that is sorely lacking in the 
region.  The proposed transit center in Rexburg would serve hundreds of employees at the 
Idaho National Laboratory and also thousands of BYU-Idaho students with improved mobility 
services. 
 
The bicycle/pedestrian improvements address significant safety concerns for those traveling the 
many dangerous stretches of narrow-shouldered road. These improvements would likely attract 
cross-country bicyclists to this scenic region, since the route is part of a national scenic route 
system and increase tourism activity and benefit the region economically. 
 

1075 S. Utah Ave, Ste 176 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 



 
 
CTAI supports this grant application from Teton County because it will provide the outcomes 
you described for the US Bicycle Route System. “The USBRS will generate economic activity, 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and promote a healthier America.   And because bicycle 
infrastructure is relatively inexpensive, the USBRS can achieve these benefits cost-effectively.”  
This program is directly in line with the mission of our organization, and with the needs of the 
community it would benefit. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Osgood 
District 6 Mobility Manager 
Community Transportation Association of Idaho 



 

 

 

 

 
August 17, 2010 
 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE 
Washington, DC, 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood,  
 
The Idaho Transportation Department’s Division of Public Transportation (ITD-PT) is in full support 
of the TIGER II grant application from Teton County, Idaho for improvements to the Grand Loop 
bicycle and pedestrian system, and well as for transit facility and access improvements. 
 
Beginning in late 2008, ITD-PT began a collaborative effort across the state to develop the 
structure and processes to support mobility management and coordination planning at a grass-
roots, local level. 
 
The Teton Valley area took full advantage of these structures and processes - and coupled with 
their own aggressive approach towards improving their mobility choices – have made significant 
improvements in the quantity and quality of their mobility services and facilities.  
 
This grass-roots mobility planning and coordination process identifies and documents mobility 
values, needs, service gaps, strategies and priorities, with a strong emphasis on local community 
involvement and buy-in.  Teton County and the surrounding area have continued to incorporate 
solid community involvement in its planning and coordination efforts, with a resulting assurance 
that projects they propose are in alignment with the wishes of the community and the strategic 
interests of the region and state. Indeed, initiatives within their proposal address three of the 
highest prioritized strategies identified in their local mobility management plans. 
 
Recognizing their commitment to locally driven mobility coordination and planning, I heartedly 
endorse and support their application for TIGER II funding. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
John Krause 
Mobility Program Manager 
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PO Box 1523, Driggs, ID  83422  

August 17, 2010 

 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
Department of Transportation 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood,  
 
The Community Foundation of Teton Valley is in full support of the 
application from Teton County, Idaho, for improvements to the Grand Loop 
bicycle and pedestrian system, and for transit facility and access 
improvements. 
 
Our agency’s mission is to improve the quality of life in Teton Valley 
through philanthropic leadership. Teton and Madison counties are two of 
the fastest-growing rural counties in the country, and the increase in 
population and vehicles is rapidly reducing the safety of the rural highways 
in the region. Bikes and cars are forced to share narrow, hilly highways 
with poor sightlines, leading to conflicts. As shown in the Bicycle Route 
Analysis Tool, most of the highways in the project area have shoulders 
less than 4’ wide, with many having shoulders of less than 2’ wide. Riding 
bikes on these roads, especially for visitors unfamiliar with the area, simply 
isn’t safe. 
 
The improvements to bike paths and routes will greatly increase the safety 
along the highways and in towns by separating bike and vehicle traffic. The 
bus improvements will reduce congestion along the roads by providing 
other alternatives to vehicular travel. Park and Ride lots will give bus riders 
a safe place to park their cars, rather than parking them along the edges of 
residential neighborhoods where they clog the streets and reduce visibility 
of pedestrians. 
 
Overall, we believe that the improvements proposed in this project will 
increase the safety of travel in the area, and do so in a cost-effective and 
environmentally sound way. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
Cathy O’Connor 
Executive Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
KEN DUNN 
CHAIRMAN 
 
SUSAN WORK 
VICE CHAIRMAN 
 
BROOKE SAINDON 
SECRETARY 
 
GREG YOUNG 
TREASURER 
 
HERB HEIMERL 
 
SARAH HEISEY 
 
CHRISTINA THOMURE 
 
DICK WEINBRANDT 

 
Confirmed in Compliance  

with National Standards for  

US Community Foundations 













August 19, 2010
United

Way

United Way of Idaho Falls and Bonneville County
serving Fremont, Madison, Jefferson and Teton Counties

Secretary Ray LaHood
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, DC, 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood

United Way ofIdaho Falls and Bonneville, Jefferson, Fremont and Teton counties
in the state ofIdaho is in full support of the application from Teton County, Idaho, for the
improvements to the Grand Loop bicycle and pedestrian system, and for a transit facility
and access improvements.

United Way is an organization that serves economically disadvantaged people in
eastern Idaho. They include young families, people with disabilities, immigrants, and
seniors. We are aware of the rapid growth in Teton County and Madison County, the two
areas most affected by this project. Many of these individuals work in Jackson Hole or at
Grand Teton Resort and live in Victor or Driggs because of the lower cost of living.
When START Transit began commuter service over Teton Pass, it was a huge economic
relief for many.

The transit infrastructure investment proposed in this grant application will help
improve access to that existing service and will allow for improved service to Grand
Teton .. When people in the Teton Valley want to access major medical facilities,
education, or significant shopping, they need to travel to the I-15/US 20 corridor to the
west. The same facilities that allow access Grand Targhee and Jackson to the east will
also allow access to improved bus service to jobs and economic opportunities in Rexburg.
Furthermore, it will connect them to the entire intercity bus network, greatly increasing
the livability of the region. Finally, bus service between Victor and Driggs would
compliment the existing pathway that our clients regularly use, and the improved bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure proposed in this application.

The bicycle/pedestrian improvements will help individuals in traveling locally
and regionally. It is important to get people on foot, bike, or wheelchair to work, or to
help them exercise after work or on weekends. It is also understood that it could help
build the economic base of the valley and region, because of the tourism aspect. This in
line with the goals of the region to grow while maintaining the open space and air quality
that makes the west side ofthe Tetons special.

Please look favorably on this grant application.

~;~ (!EJA/f10R~taleiJ. -Cornwell
Eiecutive Director United Way
Idaho Falls City Council Member
Idaho Public Transportation Advisory Council

151 N. Ridge Ave., Suite 180, Post Office Box 51114, Idaho Falls, ID 83405
Tel: 208 522-2674 - Fax: 208 522-2511 - E-mail: unitedway@unitedwayif.org - Website: www.unitedwayif.org















 

P.O. Box 2062 ~ 335 South Millward Street ~ Jackson, WY 83001 
307.733.4534 ~ www.friendsofpathways.org 

 
August 17, 2010 
 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
Department of Transportation 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood,  
 

Friends of Pathways would like to express its support for the application from Teton County, Idaho, 
for improvements to the Grand Loop bicycle and pedestrian system, and for transit facility and access 
improvements. 

 
Friends of Pathways works in the adjacent Jackson Hole Wyoming region on creating a regional 

pathway system that will directly connect to the Grand Loop bicycle and pedestrian system. Combined, 
they systems will create one of the finest pathway systems in the country, providing access to two 
national parks and three national forests. 

 
Teton and Madison counties are two of the fastest-growing rural counties in the country, and the 

increase in population and vehicles is rapidly reducing the safety of the rural highways in the region. 
Bikes and cars are forced to share narrow, hilly highways with poor sightlines, leading to conflicts, 
accidents, and reducing the livability of the area. As shown in the Bicycle Route Analysis Tool, most of 
the highways in the project area have shoulders less than 4’ wide, with many having shoulders of less 
than 2’ wide. Riding bikes on these busy high-speed roads, especially for visitors unfamiliar with the area, 
simply isn’t safe. 

 
The improvements to shared use pathways and routes will greatly increase the safety along the 

highways and in towns by separating bike and vehicle traffic. The bus improvements will reduce 
congestion along the roads by providing other alternatives to vehicular travel. Park and Ride lots will give 
bus riders a safe place to park their cars, rather than parking them along the edges of residential 
neighborhoods where they clog the streets and reduce visibility of pedestrians. 

 
Overall, we believe that the improvements proposed in this project will increase the safety of travel in 

the area, and do so in a cost-effective and environmentally sound way. The project is ready to go and 
deserves your support. 
 
Thank you, 

 
Tim Young, Executive Director 







(;) TRPTAweb:trpta.org
TARGHEE REGIONAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

1810 W. BROADWAY #7, IDAHO FALLS, ID 83402-5072
Phone: (208) 535-0356 Fax: (208) 524-0216 Medicaid:( 208) 524-0090

August 20, 2010

Secretary Ray LaHood
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, DC, 20590

RE: TETON COUNTY'S APPLICATON

Dear Secretary LaHood:

Targhee Regional Public Transportation Authority (T.R.P.T.A.) is in full support of the
application from Teton County, Idaho, for improvements to the Grand Loop bicycle and
pedestrian system, and for transit facility and access improvements. T.R.P.T.A. provides public
transportation services in DriggsfTetoniaNictor and Rexburg, Idaho. Young families, students,
those with mobility impairments, immigrants, and seniors, all use the service.

The Board of Directors is aware of the rapid growth in Teton County and Madison County; the
two areas most affected by this project. This rate of growth threatens the environment with
increased vehicle emissions, smog, and expanded road systems. The proposed improvements
will reduce these threats by getting people out of cars to tour the region, and providing a way for
residents to move around their communities without driving.

The transit facilities identified in Driggs, Victor, and Rexburg support public access to bus
services going east to Grand Targhee, and Jackson and west to Rexburg and Idaho Falls. The
facilities will improve connectivity between the intercity services and the Victor/DriggsfTetonia
intra-city bus network and the bicycle/pedestrian paths. The enhanced connectivity permits a
broad spectrum of citizens to live in, and enjoy, the area and ultimately will encourage a greater
economic diversity.

Respectfully,

If~ ~aJu-
Rance Bare
Chairman,
TRPTA Board of Directors











 

P.O. Box 11756, Jackson, WY 83002 
phil@ytcleanenergy.org     307.413.1971 

www.ytcleanenergy.org 

22 August 2010 
 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE 
Washington, DC, 2059 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 

This letter is to express the Yellowstone‐Teton Clean Energy Coalition’s (YTCEC) support of the application from Teton County, Idaho, 
for transit facility and access improvements and improvements to the Grand Loop bicycle and pedestrian system.  As one of some 90 
coalitions across the nation designated under the Department of Energy’s Clean Cities program, YTCEC strongly supports the funding 
request that will increase multimodal transportation and expand the public transit service provided regionally. These projects clearly 
support the Clean Cities mission of reducing petroleum consumption through increased efficiency of travel.   
 
The suggested improvements to pedestrian and bicycle routes will improve safety the safety along the highways and in towns, 
encouraging more individuals to partake in these important forms of non‐motorized transportation. The improvements to the local 
and regional transit system will reduce highway congestion by providing more convenient alternatives to single occupancy vehicular 
travel. The ‘Park and Ride’ lots will offer safer, more convenient parking for commuter and will further decrease roadway congestion 
associated with bus commuter parking along public roadways.  
 
In order for our local communities to respond to the changing conditions of our economy and environment, a reliable, efficient, and 
user  friendly  bus  fleet  is  integral  as  is  the  opportunity  for  the  public  to more  easily  engage  alternative  forms  of  transportation.  
Facilities  and  infrastructure  that  support  these  values  are  essential  to  healthy  communities,  but  are  also  increasing  financially 
challenging  for  dispersed  rural  communities  to  achieve.  Support  from  the USDOT  is  critical  to  providing  safe  and  reliable  transit 
options to our communities and reducing regional petroleum consumption.   

Overall we feel that these public transit and bike/pedestrian improvement projects will result in important economic, environmental 
and public health benefits to this area.  

Thank you for your consideration and best wishes in your work. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Phillip Cameron  
Executive Director  
 
Cc:  Basil Barna, YTCEC Board President  
  Michael Wackerly, START 
 



Teton Area Advisory Forum 

PO Box 1708 
Jackson, WY 83001 

 

August 23, 2010 

 
Secretary Ray LaHood 

United States Department of Transportation 

 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood,  

 

The Teton Area Advisory Forum (TAAF) is in full support of the application from Teton County, 

Idaho, for improvements to the Grand Loop bicycle and pedestrian system, transit infrastructure 

and mobility access improvements. 

 

Our organization promotes public involvement and dialog in all issues that affect to quality of life 

in the Teton region.  Teton and Madison counties are two of the ten fastest-growing rural counties 

in the country, the two areas most affected by this project. In spite of the growth, economic 

development has been constrained by a lack of appropriate infrastructure, especially in modes 

other than private vehicles. The transit infrastructure investment proposed in this grant 

application will allow residents to reach good jobs at Grand Targhee Resort, Jackson Hole, and at 

the Idaho National Lab.  When people in the Teton Valley want to access major medical facilities, 

education, or significant shopping, they need to travel to the I-15/US 20 corridor to the west.  The 

same facilities that allow access to Grand Targhee and Jackson Hole to east will also allow access 

to improved bus service to jobs and economic opportunities in Rexburg. Furthermore, it will 

connect them to the entire intercity bus network, greatly increasing the livability of the region. 

Finally, bus service between Victor and Driggs would complement the existing pathway that our 

clients regularly use, and the improved bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure proposed in this 

application. 

 

The bicycle/pedestrian improvements will increase tourism by making it easy for visitors to travel 

around the region- especially the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem- safely on foot or bike, away 

from dangerous stretches of narrow-shouldered road. They will provide a more enjoyable 

experience in a remarkably beautiful area, and do so without increasing vehicle emissions. These 

improvements will also attract cross-country bicyclists to this scenic region, since the route is part 

of a national scenic route system.   

 

The transit improvements allow greater mobility from nearby metropolitan areas and airports to 

Teton Valley, the Caribou-Targhee National Forest, and Grand Targhee Resort; which will not 

only serve the region’s recreational enthusiasts but will also help to attract more destination 

visitors. This will provide more jobs and year-round economic stability, and will do so in an 

environmentally friendly way. 

 



Overall, we believe that the transit improvements and the bike improvements will provide the 

outcomes you described for the US Bicycle Route System. “The USBRS will generate economic 

activity, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and promote a healthier America.   And because 

bicycle infrastructure is relatively inexpensive, the USBRS can achieve these benefits cost-

effectively.”  

 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Basil A. Barna 

Chairman of the Board 

Teton Area Advisory Forum 




