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FROM: Kristin Owen, Planning Administrator 
TO:  Planning & Zoning Commission  
RE:  Nutrient Pathogen Waiver Request 
MEETING: October 18, 2016 

 
Nutrient Pathogen Waiver for Ross Meadow Subdivision 
Cleon Ross has applied for a Concept Review for a 2-lot subdivision. During our pre-application meeting 
with the applicant’s engineer, AW Engineering, it was determined that the property is located in the 
Wetlands and Waterways Overlay. This Overlay requires a Nutrient Pathogen Evaluation to be conducted 
for the Preliminary Phase of a subdivision application. 
 
Title 9 identifies a waiver process for the Nutrient Pathogen Evaluation if the study is not required by IDEQ 
or Eastern Idaho Public Health. For this application, neither IDEQ nor EIPH require a Nutrient Pathogen 
Evaluation, which makes this application eligible for the waiver. 
 
The Board of County Commissioners may approve a Nutrient Pathogen Evaluation Waiver after they 
receive a recommendation from the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
 
Comments to Consider 
This waiver request was sent to the Teton County Technical Reviewer for NP Studies, Jen Zung, and it was 
sent to Flint Hall with Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. I did not send it to Mike Dronen with 
Eastern Idaho Public Health because Mike has told me multiple times that EIPH does not require NP 
Studies. They only refer to IDEQ.  
 
The Teton County Technical Reviewer stated she would not recommend granting a waiver unless the 
applicant can show that Trail Creek is not hydraulically connected to any shallow or perched groundwater 
that could be contaminated by the proposed leach fields. 
 
Mr. Hall, IDEQ, suggests that the developer be requested to collect ground water samples for total nitrite 
plus nitrate from the nearest domestic wells up gradient and down gradient from the proposed 
subdivision to provide a basis for the assumption that there will be no impact. 
 
The applicant has commented that they would be willing to use advanced septic systems on the property. 
 
Possible Motions 
Recommending Approval 
I move to recommend the Nutrient Pathogen Evaluation Waiver Request for Ross Meadow Subdivision to 
the Board of County Commissioners for approval, with the following condition(s): 

1. The applicant must collect ground water samples for total nitrite plus nitrate from the nearest 
domestic wells up gradient and down gradient from the proposed subdivision to provide a basis 
for the assumption that there will be no impact. 

2. The applicant must show that Trail Creek is not hydraulically connected to any shallow or perched 
groundwater that could be contaminated by the proposed leach fields.
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Recommending Denial 
I move to recommend the Nutrient Pathogen Evaluation Waiver Request for Ross Meadow Subdivision to 
the Board of County Commissioners for denial, for the following reason(s): 

1. … 
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