ldaho Fish and Game
Attn: Director Virgil Moore
PO Box 25

Boise, ID 83707

October 26, 2016

Dear Director Moore,

On behalf of Teton County, please consider our comments in regard to rules for hunting
Yellowstone grizzly bears in eastern Idaho. Teton County is located in occupied grizzly
bear habitat. We believe it is important that Idaho Fish and Game (IDFG) receive
comments from our community on hunting Yellowstone grizzly bears, since that hunt will
most likely take place in our community

2002 Idaho State Management Plan:

As you know, portions of Teton County are located in the Demographic Monitoring Area
(DMA) for Yellowstone grizzly bears. Over the years, Teton County residents have had
various conflicts with grizzlies including livestock losses, property damage and a
mauling.

Before hunting of Yellowstone grizzly bears is contemplated by the State, we
encourage IDFG to update the 2002 Idaho State Management Plan to reflect the
most up-to-date information and best science including management of bears in
the DMA, since the 2002 only reflects the PCA.

Living in Grizzly Habitat

The Yellowstone grizzly bear population and range of occupation has noticeably
increased over the last ten years. As county commissioners, our responsibility is to
protect the health, safety and welfare of our citizens. As you know, human conflicts with
grizzly bears can be dangerous at best and fatal at worse. There is a lack of resources
available to educate our residents and visitors on living in occupied grizzly habitat which
creates a difficult social and economic situation for our counties.

As the State contemplates hunting of grizzly bears, we feel strongly that IDFG
should describe how it will fund and staff grizzly bear management. Specifically,
how it will educate our constituents on living and visiting grizzly bear country.

Hunting in Grizzly Bear Habitat




Hunters in our area have conflicts with grizzly bears every season. Given that hunting
seasons are during the spring and fall when bears are most active, plus the time of day
and quiet nature of hunting, hunters have the most conflicts with grizzly bears. In our
community, hunters come from various parts of the state and often other states where
they are unfamiliar with hunting in grizzly habitat. Simple educational efforts can help
build awareness and greatly reduce conflicts and increase safety in our communities.

Before hunting regulations are considered for grizzly bears, we encourage the
IDFG to develop an educational program that requires hunters in Idaho to
undergo an online or in person bear identification and safety course before they
are issued a hunting permit.

Attractants and Human Conflicts

Current black bear baiting regulations allow non-natural bait to be used in occupied
grizzly bear habitat. As we do our best to educate our residents on how to store their
food and waste in bear resistant containers, it's baffling that the State then allows non-
natural bear bait to be located, in some instances, just yards from residents’ homes.
Non-natural bait can create human food conditioning in bears that can lead to conflicts
with humans.

Additionally, IDFG’s proposed management includes language to “add grizzly bear to
the list of species that may not be hunted within 200 yards of any designated dump
ground or landfill.” It is unclear what is considered a “designated dump ground or
landfill.” Is this a designation by our county or by Eastern Idaho Public Health? Does it
include ranchers carcass pits? Considering the lack of resources Teton County has to
ensure dump grounds and/or landfills are bear resistant, these areas can easily turn into
de-facto baits with hunters lying in wait for bears to be outside of the 200-yard setback.
This situation creates a myriad of safety issues for our citizens, especially since there is
a public bike path being proposed in the vicinity of our Teton County’s old landfill and
current solid waste transfer station.

We respectfully request that the IDFG revisit bear baiting in occupied grizzly bear
habitat. If bear baiting is to be continued in these areas, please require use of
natural baits rather than human food and trash. Please also expand the current
setbacks from homes, roads, driveways, and mapped routes/trails. Additionally,
we request the that IDFG define, identify, and map what is considered to be a
“designated dump ground or landfill” in Teton County and expand the setback
distance to one mile from these sites.

Sincerely,

Teton County Commissioners.



